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Secretary Newson Awards Nearly $105,000 to Eight Wisconsin
Technical Colleges for Laser Equipment to Train Apprentices

High tech training helps address skills gap, provide manufacturers skilled workers

MADISON - Department of Workforce Development (DWD) Secretary Reggie Newson today announced
nearly $105,000 in grants to eight Wisconsin Technical College System schools to purchase precision laser
alignment tools to help train apprentices in manufacturing and address the skills gap.

“The funding is another example of our continuing efforts to equip workers with the latest skills, empowering
them for employment in family supporting jobs,” Secretary Newson said. “With the grants, our workforce
partners in the technical colleges can purchase high tech, laser equipment to train apprentices for good jobs

in the skilled trades.”

Grants of $13,100 each are being awarded to Gateway Technical College in Kenosha, Lakeshore Technical
College in Cleveland, Mid-State Technical College in Wisconsin Rapids, North Central Technical College in
Wausau, Western Technical College in La Crosse, Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College, Waukesha

Technical College, and Milwaukee Area Technical College.

The U.S. Department of Labor funds will go to purchase precision laser alignment tools for rotating
machinery. Precision laser alignment is a common testing procedure in maintaining manufacturing
equipment and ensuring production efficiency. The colleges will use the equipment to train apprentices in
training for occupations as machine repairer, maintenance mechanic, millwright and pipefitter.
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