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Governor Scott Walker Celebrates Manufacturing Month at Southwest
Technical College

Fennimore - Governor Scott Walker stopped by Southwest Technical College today as part of a month-
long celebration of manufacturing. Southwest Technical College sponsored the day which also included
stops at Cummins in Mineral Point, Bemis in Lancaster, and Wolf Machine in Prairie du Chien.

“A career in manufacturing provides a stable, family-supporting job for workers and their families,”
Governor Walker said. “Students often don’t realize the full potential of a job in the manufacturing sector.
We need to encourage our youth to consider this career path and provide them with the tools they need
to succeed in this field.”

Of all the school districts in the state, 324 districts currently offer a manufacturing-related course. These
courses include welding, metalworking, machining, and wood processing and production. The fall
legislative agenda includes a package of eight bills aimed a worker training. In addition to more
investments in the youth apprenticeship program, one bill offers scholarships to students who are at the
top of their class at technical colleges. This new scholarship mirrors the existing Academic Excellence
Higher Education Scholarship.

Manufacturing is a leading industry in Wisconsin, employing more than 450,000 workers and
contributing $49.9 billion to Wisconsin’s gross state product in 2012. Wisconsin added more than 19,300

manufacturing jobs in 2011-12, the sixth largest gain in the nation.
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