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Governor Walker to Proclaim Manufacturing Month 

Events will focus on highlighting importance of manufacturing in Wisconsin 
 

MADISON – Governor Scott Walker is proclaiming October as Manufacturing Month, recognizing the 
importance of the manufacturing sector in providing good-paying, family-supporting jobs to state residents.  
 
”Wisconsin has developed one of the strongest manufacturing sectors in the country,” said Governor 
Walker. “Under my administration, state workforce and economic development agencies will work closely 
with private-sector employers to support job creation.”  
 
The Department of Workforce Development (DWD) is coordinating efforts with the Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation (WEDC), Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce (WMC), and the Wisconsin 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership (WMEP) to raise awareness about manufacturing in Wisconsin’s 
economy and seeking to encourage Wisconsinites to consider manufacturing as a career choice. 
 
“Celebrating Manufacturing Month is a way to recognize the state’s manufacturers, who are the largest 
single employment sector for workers in Wisconsin,” DWD Secretary Reggie Newson said. “This month is an 
opportunity to showcase the many job creators in Wisconsin.” 
 
The Fabricators and Manufacturers Association, the Manufacturing Extension Partnership, and the National 
Association of Manufacturers have designated October 5th as Manufacturing Day. Employers across the 
state, along with technical colleges and other workforce partners, will be hosting open houses and facility 
tours for students and community members. An on-line calendar of events can be found at 
www.mfgday.com.  
 
DWD and its partners will continue to recognize manufacturers in Wisconsin throughout the month of 
October, visiting employers and highlighting innovative practices to strengthen the state’s manufacturing 
workforce pipeline. The Wisconsin Technical College System and Department of Public Instruction are 
critical partners in promoting manufacturing and working closely with manufacturing employers to ensure 
that a pipeline of skilled workers is available to meet employer needs. 
 
“Manufacturing is one of Wisconsin’s strongest economic assets, has worldwide marketing significance and 
provides many great career opportunities,” said Paul Jadin, CEO and Secretary of the Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation.  
  
“Celebrating October as ‘Manufacturing Month’ will help spread the message that we are still employing 
almost 450,000 people in manufacturing in this state. Manufacturing is an industry integral to Wisconsin’s 
viability. This state was built on it.” added Jim Morgan, WMC Foundation President. 
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Buckley Brinkman, executive director and CEO of the Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership 
(WMEP), stated: “Manufacturing drives value creation, innovation and employment in the state and is a 
primary driver of the state and national economy.  Manufacturing Day and Manufacturing Month are fantastic 
opportunities to show our communities the incredible careers available in manufacturing today. We invite 
students, educators and parents to tour manufacturing facilities across the state to see the incredible depth 
and breadth of our state’s manufacturing sector." 
 
Proclamation: http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dwd/newsreleases/2012/120925_manufacturing_month_proc.pdf 
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