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Governor Doyle Proclaims June 20 World Refugee Day

MADISON — Governor Jim Doyle proclaimed today, June 20, World Refugee Day in Wisconsin to bring
attention to the plight of the world’s refugees and recognize the many positive contributions refugees make to
the state.

“Wisconsin’s social and cultural tapestry has been enriched by the 70,000 refugees and former refugees who
are now creating new lives in our state,” Governor Doyle. “These refugees-turned-Wisconsin residents have
increased our workforce, strengthened our economy, secured employment, bought homes, and started new
businesses. Wisconsin welcomes refugees, and we are committed to ensuring that those who seek safe
havens here are able to rebuild their lives and enjoy all that life in Wisconsin has to offer.”

World Refugee Day 2008 is dedicated to the incredible tenacity and strength of the world’s refugees, not just
in enduring the dangers and violence of the crises that made them refugees, but also in the fortitude they
display in rebuilding their lives. The United Nations General Assembly first adopted a resolution naming June
20 World Refugee Day on December 4, 2000.

To read a copy of the Governor’s proclamation, please visit:
http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dwd/newsreleases/2008/pdf/world_ref day wi_gov_proc 08.pdf.
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